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A Study on the Evaluation Index System of Chinese

Modernization from the Perspective of Common Prosperity
ZHOU Mi, FU Yingduo, WANG Weihua
(Nankai University, Tianjin 300071)

Abstract ; Chinese modernization is a great practice of China in exploring the road of modernization and develo-
ping a modernization model suitable for national conditions. This concept has attracted widespread attention, and
scholars have made a great deal of elaboration on its connotation, characteristics, and significance. However, there
are fewer studies on how to evaluate the development quality and level of Chinese modernization. This paper intends
to take one of the five characteristics of Chinese modernization—the common prosperity of all people—as an entry
point to evaluate Chinese modernization scientifically and reasonably.

This paper first clarifies the relationship between common prosperity and Chinese modernization and specifies
the target attributes of common prosperity and the characteristics of the paths to Chinese modernization. Based on
the traditional concept of modernization and combining it with China’s national conditions, this paper summarizes
the specific connotations of Chinese modernization from the perspective of common prosperity and proposes three
core dimensions for evaluating Chinese modernization. In addition, construct a complete theoretical logical frame-
work , this paper clarifies the purpose, principles, and criteria of evaluation.

The main achievement of this paper is to obtain a Chinese modernization evaluation index system consisting of
63 indicators. It contains 58 positive indicators and 5 negative indicators, as well as 60 objective indicators and 3
subjective indicators, including livelihood construction, fruit sharing, economic growth, infrastructure, governance
capacity, innovation capacity, cultural development, opening-up, and environmental protection, which provides a
comprehensive and systematic evaluation of Chinese modernization from the perspectives of objectives, capacity,
and potential. In addition, to applying some authoritative evaluation indicators, the index system introduces several
indicators of contemporary significance, focusing on hot topics such as basic research, strategic emerging indus-
tries, “going global” of cultural products, and new industries and new modes of foreign trade, and elaborates on
the new indicators accordingly, which reflects that the system keeps up with the pace of the times and carries for-
ward the development of Chinese modernization comprehensively and systematically. In summary, the paper con-
cludes with many insights and suggestions for further advancing Chinese modernization, covering three aspects: ai-
ming at common prosperity, anchoring at improving capabilities, and stimulating potential as a driving force.

The core innovation of this paper is that it takes common prosperity as the main line of research and proposes
a modernization evaluation method with Chinese characteristics. It breaks the traditional method of measuring the
level of modernization in terms of economy, society and culture, and innovatively puts forward the three dimensions
of goals, capabilities and potentials to comprehensively evaluate Chinese modernization from the present to the fu-
ture.

Keywords: Common Prosperity; Chinese modernization; evaluation indicators; goal orientation; development

capacity
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